Paracelsus
His attitude to patients was unbusinesslike. He either treated
them gratis or charged an excessive fee. Canon Liechtenfels was
right in calling one hundred guilders exorbitant. Many a court
physician got no more in cash during the whole year. Middle
class patients usually paid a guilder a visit.
No record is extant of the income Paracelsus received from
his patients. The liberal King of Denmark probably paid
Paracelsus five hundred guilders a year; few of his generals re-
ceived more than one hundred. That, however, was an excep-
tion. High-placed patients often "forgot" to pay, and phy-
sicians had to drive hard bargains in order to subsist. Paracelsus
was often cheated both by patients and by other doctors. The
court physicians of Margrave Philip of Baden nearly "sucked
[sic] all my inventions out of me."
In 1535, he was called to a patient in Amberg, near Regens-
burg:
"Bastian Kastner, who had been suffering from a sick leg
for a long time, had consulted many doctors, but the more
remedies he tried the worse he became. He had no rest, and
below his knees nothing was left but stench and suppuration.
You know how such canceric ulcers develop. This man asked
me to see him, promising a good fee as sick people always do
while they need us. However, the closer to the cure, the less
they think of their promises. So it was here, too. Now it
would have been decent to reimburse me for the eight-mile
ride on horseback [apparently for the first visit]. But he
wouldn't hear of it, as is customary with the rich. So I decided
to have nothing to do with such a man. For what should I ex-
pect if in the beginning the patient was so filthy? However,
Bernhard, who had first persuaded me to go there, under-
took to pay a sizable sum in case the man should be healed.
So I took the patient on, and put up at his house. Then the